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YET WITHIN THE ACRID, SWIRLING SMOKE... 
SOMETHINGS ЕЕ — 
MOVING....4 

IT’S IRON MAN... 
іт #45 TO EE. 


I THOUGHT HE'D 


MET HIS FATE FOR 
CERTAIN.” 


TWh А 
STRANGERS SUDDENLY 
CLASHING... THIS 15 THE 

FABRIC OF FATE... 


THE FEAR THAT 
Z= 111. CAUSE МУ 


са 


LIFE Ж 
Al  — 
Ж AS TOLD LAST ISSUE--Sten| ЩА ЖЕ” 
— 222—7 
HERE THEN IS ONE МАМ... ТОМУ STARK! 


AND HERE ANOTHER., CHARLIE GRAY’ FAMILY 
PLAYBOY INDUSTRIALIST, INVENTIVE GENIUS,,, AN, PLANT SECURITY GUARD., А 
AND, SECRETLY, THE INVINCIBLE TRON MAM.,./ 


WARD... AND TOUCHED 
SO FAR, I'VE BEEN ABLE TO RESUME MY STARK'S BODY- 
DUTIES HERE, AND WITH THE AVENGERS.. YET, 
HOW LONG CAN I GO ON LIKE THIS > GUARD (5 THE МЕКО. 
15 АДА Е 


= 


WITH A NAGGING, GROWING DISCONTENT. 
tr 


KEEP ЕМ BACK.) Get 
2? РАДУЈ š 


Вит NOBOD 
NOTICED THA 
NoBopy 


NOTICES 
ANYTHING Z 
пог 


LIFE’S GONE 
У 50 FAST SINCE 


DO Т HAVE ТО 
SHOW FOR IT? 


THEN, THE SUDDEN ROAR |U 
OF А POWERFUL ENGINE 
CUTS INTO CHARLIE GRAYS 
BITTER THOUGHTS... 


DO TO KEEP THIS 
WRECK RUNNINGS 


“ yA ні, DARLING’ | 

Nie HOW DID THINGS 

AREAK S, TH GO AT TH-- 

CHANCES! WHEN DO 
I СЕТ MINE?. / M ' 


007 GAGE 
28 MENT P 


; HOW DID THINGS 
С Z 


І JUST SPENT ` 
ANOTHER DAY 


DING OUT 
YA STILL CHARLIE 
GRAY... 


„THE сиу Wa 
a NEVER 
( MALE 


y 
Е 
ти 


= || | Bim 


DARLING, I KNOW YOU'RE ||уоџ JUST DON'T 
! 


„ || UNDERSTAND, 
BUT YOU MUSTN'T TAKE МОМА, YOU 

а IT OUT ON THE CHILDREN DON’T 

OR. GET UPSTAIRS = UNDERSTAND! 

TO YOUR ROOMS! 4 


COLLO HAVE BEEN, AND 
THEN WHAT І AM... 


So, CHARLIE GRAY STRIDES SOMETHING'S рама 
OFF INTO THE NIGHT TO BE ME TOWARD THOSE 
ALONE WiTH HIS THOUGHTS... WRECKED BUILDINGS.,./ 


AND THAT 
STRANGE, 
GLOWING 


LIGHT 
WITHIN THEM 


ND You, FOR JUST AS YOU ARE „50 Г АМ SENTENCED ТО ETERNAL Е 
CHARLIE GRAY, IMPRISONED BY YOUR EXILE BY MY STAR-BASED MASTERS 
OWN DULL, INSIGNIFICANT FOR FAILING TO CARRY OUT THEIR, 
LIFE... PL ANNED CONQUEST OF EARTH...% 


TRAPPED МА 
NAMELESS, TIMELESS 
DIMENSION BEYOND 

YOUR COMPREHENSION, 

BEYOND YOUR 

WILDEST 
IMAGININGS 7 


«= ж A FAILURE 
CAREFULLY 
| CHRONICLED 


BECAUSE I HAVE SUCCEEDED IN N THAT PLACE !S NOT QUITE H! m 
A WEDGE TO HERE FROM MY PLACE О 
BAN/ISHMENT.7 


THE LIMBO MY MASTERS 
SUPPOSED/ FROM RESOURCES 


THERE, I DEVELOPED THIS у —-— 


DIMENSIONAL 
TRANSMITTER n. 


AND WITH IT, CREATED AN 
OVERLAPPING FIELO BETWEEN 
ld TWO ТОТА ЦУ ALIEN PLANES OF 
ENCE... YOUR: 
“ЛЕ. 


ТО НАУ 
7 ОҒ, LISTENED TO 
с you дан LONG! 


қаш сы a Хз 


I WAS PREPARED 
FOR SUCH DOUBT’ THE 
ONLY REASON YOU 

САМ MOVE АТ 444 
RIGHT NOW... 


|... 15 SO I МАУ 
DEMONSTRATE THE 


YEARS OF ЕХ! E,., 


Ж 


\ 


\\ 


READY TO BE SENT 274 
LASHING FORTH LIKE А ру, 
WHIP OF SHEER FORCE...! v 

- i 
7. 


, LEAVE HIM 
STUNNED, BUT 
COMPLETELY 
UNHARMED! 


,OR TO BECOME A j 
ULSING, BOMBARDING | 
TIDE THAT ONE 


MOMENT COULD RIP 
~ APAR 


A MAN 


THE MINDS OF MOST HUMANS THE FIELD CREATED BY MY 
TRANSMITTER 15 LIMITED.. 


AS YOU STROLLED NEAR, 
SENSED MUCH OF USE TO ‘at 


THE BITTERNESS, THE 
DISCONTENT... THE LONGING то 


DONT 4/Е, YOU PITIFUL POO 
YOU ОО KNOW; YOU КМО 
удур ро ANYTHING МОТ то ВЕ 
НЕ нике OFA ло THING 


OTHERWISE, YOU'D 
Е / RESIST WHAT ІМ DOING 
то YOU... YOU'D FIGHT THE 
4 CHANGE, THE ALTERATION 
YOU FEEL TAKING 
PLACE.. 


„имти. YOU 
AT A Re N | ARE ROCKED ВУ 
OVERCOMING THE VERY THE ULTIMATE 
FIBER OF YOUR BEING... Š TRANSFORMATION... 


THERE iS ONE 
MA 


7, -- 
«UNTIL YOUR IT’S WORTH IT- 
ESSENCE 15 ONE 


p AND THE SA 


SUCH POWER... LIKE THIS... IT’S 


ME WITH 11s... TUE! \ 120 ТО РЕ BE 
I'VE NEVER FELT 
| LUCIFER. "6S zH Ро WORTH 117 j 
CONFIDENCE... 


THEN GO.“ 
FIND TONY STARK! 
BRING HIM TO ME 

THAT I MAY BEND 
AIS WILL то MY 
от." 


AND HURRY! THE 
FIELD CREATED BY 


UNLESS LINKED 
WITH A RECEIVER 
SOON.” 


IF THAT OCCURS AND I 
VANISH BACK INTO МУ 
OTHER-DIMENSIONAL LIMBO... 
THE POWER YOU AND, iN MOMENTS, TO THE 
NOW GLORY IN VANISHES FEARFUL SHOCK OF MAIN 
WITH МЕГ in 


STREET, AND FLUSHING'S LATE 
6) EVENING SHOPPERS,.. 
57 Т вамавтис? UA 
“Ида 
í NN ERS IV 


g 


AFTER YEARS 
OF WATCHING 
EVERYONE ELSE 
GETTING SOMEWHERE. 
DOING SOMETHING, 


NOTHING'S GOING TO 
ROB ME OF THIS... NOTHING! 


ТНЕУМЕ MARKED 
THOSE BUILDINGS 
ТО BE DEMOLISHED., 
I CAN SAVE THEM 
THE TIME 7 


A \ 


ss 


FROM NOW ON, 
Өң АЕ GRAY 


CAN DO 
ANYTHING 


> 


HOLOCAUST HAS BEGUN TO SETTLE THE 
HIGH-PITCHED SCREAM OF S/RENS RENDS 
ГІ THE NIGHT, AND... 


| 


MY POWER... THE /OA//C ENERGY... 
SUDDENLY IT’S NOT WORKING! WHATS 
HAPPENED”! WHATI! 


SILENCE, GRAY, YOU E Д 
FOOL? LUCIFER 15 WITH 
YOU... NEVER MORE THAN 
THE MEREST THOUGHT 


LOOK AT ам, 
ED/ ALL OF 


ЋЕ: 


YOUR MISSION IS TO 


ү 
SERVE LUCIFER... £3 
Ay (= 7 


Е: 


EN A/S TIME. USE 
BAe i A 


s =" 
erg 
GRAY.“ 
2 A 


ONE BRIEF BURST AND 
THEYRE STUNNED... 
HELPLESS/ 


GLOAT WHEN 
LUCIFER RULES 
THE EARTH’ FOR 
NOW... BRING ME 

TONY STARK! 


I-IT'S MIM! \ HE'S SHOUTING.. 
GING... 


BRAG 


DOING. 
WHATS 


BUT, AS CHARLIE GOES FORTH IN SERVICE 
OF LUCIFER.,. ANOTHER SEARCHES 
DESPERATELY IN A/S INTEREST... 


a YMI THE RADIO SAID 
Y 


+ RAMPAGING IN 
THIS AREA / 


DEAR HEAVEN s: 
N-NO! ITS... ITS, 


DARLING STOPS 
WHAT ARE YOU 
©... SAYING 


HAPPENED,,,?! 


GRAY/ YOU MUST HAVE NO 
LOYALTY BUT ТО МЕ/ AND NOW Z| ОБ MY 
PUSH THE FOOLISH FEMALE 
ASIDE.“ 


LUCIFER'S GIVEN ME THE 
CHANCE TO BE SOMEONE... 
ГМ NOT LOSING IT” 


| FOR HIS OWN SAKE, CHARLIE 
MUST BE STOPPED-- SOMEWAY 
<. SOMEHOW! 

\y 4 


THE GR 2 

| FORCE WILL PROPEL В. | 

YOU TO THE ROOFTOPS! A AIRY Ive cor / И 
Р: 


/ 


FROM 


Е > 
INTERFERING 
FOOLS’ 


АЛЛ ЯЛ МАЖЕ LY вит 
DON'T KNOW WHAT'S WHATEVER 


THESE МЕМ KNOW CHARLIE... 
THUS, MINUTES LATER, AT ONE WORK WITH HIM! ТНЕУ 
OF THE GATES TO STARK NEVER BELIEVE WHAT'S 
INDUSTRIES’ LONG ISLAND PLAN HAPPENED... AND THERE 
ISN'T 7/ИЕ TO 
CONVINCE THEM/ 


BUT THE WAY 
HE“S 
LEADFOOTIN' 


ry 
М 


ИНОЕУЕК 5 
PRIVIN’ THAT 
DISASTER 
SHOULD BE 


- 5 - LOCKED ИР, 
АМ" I THOUGHT ТО SEEN a PERMANENTLY: 
THE LAST OF KAM/IKAZES > 


WHEN I FINISHED MY HITCH Zi THERES 
ON THE INTREPID IN '45/ “err on em! 


OH, МО? IF YOU'RE ANOTHER OF THESE 
LOVE-HAPPY DAMES PULLIN’ A CRAZY 
\ STUNT TO IMPRESS OUR PLAYBOY BOSS... 


EASY, TOM! 
CAN“ YOU SEE 
SHES HALF 
HYSTERICAL? 


psn 


IRON MAN 2S GV IN 
[ Шыл] SHELLHEAD А f 
„ BREAK... МУ = 
яй BOYS HAVE YOU DON'T 
ELL UNDERSTAND! I 


S WEL 
UNDER CONTROL! DON'T MEAN ANY 
; HARM TO МЕ. STARK! 


THING 


BUT SOMEONE'S 
COMING WHO MAY... 
AND NONE OF 
TOP 


HOLD IT, FELLAS/ IF THE 
YOUNG LADY KNOWS OF A 

MENACE TO THIS FACTORY 
YOU BOYS CAN'T HANDLE, 


ауы» __ 
ABOUT 1Т/ PAS 


|| 
|| 


FROM WHAT YOUVE SA/D 
OF THE POWERS HE SEEMS ТО 
HNE THERE'S МОТ MUCH 


NY ОҒ 45 CAN DO.. 


CAN THE HEARTS AND 
FLOWERS, ТОМУ,“ 


IT’S 22707 22 
THAT'S IMPORTANT 
EL PING 


AND, TORN BETWEEN EMOTIONS WITHIN 
HER, WILMA GRAY TELLS HER STORY... 


„МО MATTER HOW THIS 
LUCIFER’S CHANGED 
HIM, CHARLIE'S МУ 
МУ HUSB 


A H 
CAN'T HURT ANYONE 
ELSE, ВИТ... 


Т СА a 
DONE ТО HELP. 
ANYTHING! 


BUT PERHAPS THE INVENTIVE 

IT WILL BE GENIUS RUSHES | 
DIFFERENT FOR TO HIS LAB, АМР,, 
IRON MAN/ 


| 
I VOWED TO TAKE = 
IT EASY YET 
HERE I AM.., DONNING 
MY ARMOR AGAIN... 


WILL THIS BE THE 
FATAL TIME...? THE 
TIME THE STRESS 
OF BEING IRON MAN 


SYNTHETICS THAT 
REPAIRED IT ?/ 


IF YOU'RE 
AIDING... 


COME OUT 
С 


CAUSE WHEREVER 
YOU ARE, CHARLIE 
GRAYS GOT THE IX 
POWER TO GET YOu! 


WHATEVER'S DRIVEN 
YOU TO THIS?’ 


IRON MAN? ТЕ І НАМЕ 
TO TAKE You ON TO 
GET STARK... 


p 


2222228 


DON’T BE FOOLISH, MAN! CAN'T YOU SEE 2, 
WANT TO МЕЈ“ = У UNGHHHHH. 


MOSTA MY LIFE 
I'VE TAKEN A BACK | 


зет. evan У Wi NERGY 
\ 5 ONIC EF 
s кх \ қ / ESN FOR AAE 


MORE THAN 
YOUR EQUAL! 


(Е GRAY...2 W 
DOESN'T THE ONE CALLED 5 
LUCIFER USE IT HIMSELF! 


жез 


QuesTION 4 W N SG. 222 AND IF HE'S IN SUCH А 
E'S GOT THE ÑA SOS š 1 ^ 
POW, 


STARK, METAL МАМ») 
I WANT S7ARKS 


BEST THING TO 
DO 15 KEEP 


CHARLIE AND L / GRAY, YOU FOOL! TIME 
Hie A a Pe í FLIES., MY INTRA- DIMENSIONAL 
AS POSSIBLE! я) FIELD WEAKENS. 


Ри АҒ ж 
> А PROLONGED COMBAT 


(МАУ ACCOMPLISH NOTHING... 
RETREAT’ LEAD, IRON 7 
MAN ТО МЕ." — 


НЕ 5 BACKING AWAY... 

BUT TRANCE-LIKE.., 

ALMOST AGAINST 
HIS ИА... 


CHARLIE’ IS IT 
LUCIFER? IS HE 
SUMMONING YOU 

79 HIM?! 


б 
PRESENCE сам „2 RETREAT/ 


PROBE HIS MINO 
AND LEARN 
STARK: 


WHEREABOUTS! < 


IGNORE HIM! HE SEEKS ТО ROB 
YOU OF THE MAGNIFICENT, 
MIGHT INE GRANTED’ 
МИА A, 


Месо У 


PROPEL 


ТЕ HE SUCCEEDS, I'LL 
VANISH BACK INTO му #2 —— 
DIMENS IONAL 
PRISON ++ === 


MAYBE YOU 

CAN LEAP 

AWAY FROM 
AW 


HE ¿ 
WITH THOSE 


ом 
BLASTS... 
= = 7, 


7 AND YOULL BE CONDEMNED 
SS ТО THE MISERABLE 


MUNDANE LIFE YOU МАТЕР/ 


BUT YOU'RE 
OTPOINTED 
PSA ANYONE 


AN 
REALLY жеу” 


МО USE’ т CAN'T Ч ТМЕ мо CHO/CE BUT TO SET US DOWN! 


GET THROUGH 


TO нім, 


H 
EXPRESSWAY IF. 
YOU'RE RIGHT.“ 


GRAY.’ STOP FIGHTING 4 
AS THOUGH YOU WERE 
STILL ON THE 


NOW, GRAY.“ 
WHILE HE“ 
TOTALLY 
OCCUPIED WITH 
SETTING DOWN 
THE VEHICLE... 


7 GET HOMES 
WEA INTERFERE 
NOW.” 


I'VE BEATEN IRON 

МАМ” THANKS TO 

LUCIFER, FINALLY 
Г/М SOMEBODY! 


А22 THAT MATTERS.. 


THERE ARE 
NO RULES AND 


CHARLIE, 15 THAT 
ALL THAT'S 


IMPORTANT 2: 


GET YNDER 
THE CAR, 
ВЕЕОКЕ-- 


iS LET YOUR ENTIRE 
= вору BECOME А 
CONDUCTOR FOR ALL 
THE POWER AT MY 
DISPOSAL! ` 


PARLING, 
мо.,, МО YOU 
MUST COME 


YOU'RE TOO CLOSE 
TO FALTER NOW 
GRAY.” 


THERE IS 

YET TIME 

FOR LUCIFER 
то TRIUMPH?! ` 


CHARLIE, L/S7EN/ DON T 
УОП KNOW YOU VE ALWAYS 
BEEN SOMEONE ТО MEn 


ARE YOU SO ДМХ/ОШ5 FOR 
PETTY POWER AND FALSE SENTIMENTAL DRIVEL.” 


DON'T STOP, GRA 


ТО THE CW/LOREN PS 


ОРЕН Т 
THAT AN 
ANYTHING! 


МО DON'T DROP 
IRON MAN... HE'LL 
REVIVE 
YOU'LL LOSE 
EVER YTH/NG-- 


EVERYTHING-- 
EXCEPT THE 
ONES I LOVE.“ 


IRON ДҮ озым 


жәй 
THANK HEAVEN.. 
THANE 
HEAVENS 


MA. 
WILMA, А ТИЕ BEEN 
SUCH А FOOL.../ 


GLORY, Зи D SACRIFICE 


APPINESS WE'VE 
МАР. OUR LIFETIME 
AHEAD... ? 


THEN GO ом 
CHARLIE / 


FIGHT MEY I 
ONT ALLOW yoo то 


NGE BACK, г... 1... 


REACH Ми 


PENETRATE ; 
HIS CONCERN, Z 


I USED TOO MUCH POWER 

BATTLING ZRON MAN TO 

OVERCOME 7A/S/ THE 
МОМЕЧТ-5 PAST... 


I'VE NO CHOICE 
TO LET 


BUT 
TE, DEP 


/ 
=Z AND RETURN TO... 
OBLIVION! \\ 
M m mmn wS 
) С STRANGE...GRAY ENVIED 
МЕ. WHILE I SOMETIMES 


LONG FOR THE VERY LIFE 
HE TOOK FOR GRANTED.. 


ХИТ REALLY GO ON Ав...т 
у ACINVINCIBLE IRON MAN ?: 


° 


SOCK IT TO 


SHELL HEAD 


o/o MARVEL COMICS GROUP, 625 MADISON AVE. МУС. /0022 о 


Dear Stan, Archie, and George, 

Fantastic! That’s all 1 can say after reading the latest еріс 
of the iron-clad super-hero you have dubbed Iron Man, 
versus the new (and improved) Red Ghost. The Ghost’s new 
power is infinitely better than the old one he had. In fact, 
19 like to see how the Fantastic Four fare against the more 
powerful Ghost. How about it? Naturally, George’s art is 
up to the good old Marvel supreme standard, and | am 
not merely making a claim to praise you guys. | am very 
choosy about the art in comics, and it’s the poor art that 
now exists in your competitors’ mags that made me give 
them up entirely. Nonetheless, don’t let it go to your heads 
=- just keep up the good work. Archie, your scripts continue 
1о hold me spellbound! The statement of the ope wos very 
well said, and the whole plot and story was good, even if, 
as always, the two “friendly” villains wanted to get rid of 
each other at the most opportune moment! Really though, 
Коп Man has lately become one of ту most favorite char- 
acters. | used to hate him, but now | realize whot an expert 
touch he has. 

By the way, let's see more of Alex, okay? Well, in closing 
let me say that IRON MAN is just beginning to reach the 
Pinnacles of greatness, but the best is yet to come. So, 
bring it on!! Evan Katten, 719 Kenmare Road 

BalaCynwyd, Penna. 19004 

Bringing it on we do faithfully every month, Evan; 
bringing it off once it's on can be a bit more of a prob- 
lem! But with enthusiasm like yours behind us, we sure 
don't lack for inspiration to keep on trying! As for 
Alex Niven, you'll be getting the complete scoop about 
him and his mysterious machinations in issues 221 
and 22, plus a couple of more turning points in Tony 
Stark’s tempestuous career as everyone’s favorite Shell- 
head. And we'd better bid adieu with that before the 
letters page begins to sound like one more listing in the 
Mighty Marvel Checklist! 


Dear Stan, Archie, and George, 

Today | released my hoards of pennies again in order to 
receive another sample of the genius that abounds at 
Marvel, However, although you put out the best comics in 
the business, you are not perfect and therefore, it becomes 
my duty as a loyal collector of the Marvel Group to inform 
you of any unseemly mistakes, that is to say, when they 
happen. 

In IRON MAN #16, pages 1-3, you have Sitwell relating 
the events which occurred to him via one psionic amplifier, 
meaning that he was unconscious at the time and the pictures 
projected were his exact memories. It is impossible for a 
person to remember an event in which he took place with 
himself in the picture. You, for example, don’t see yourself 
аз you cross the street; instead you see the other side of the 
street come nearer. | hope you will correct this in the future, 
05 it is nerve-wracking to have the sense of things upset to an 
impressionable person like myself. 

| expect my stainless-steel no-prize in my mail box os 
soon as it gets there — if ever! 

The rest of the mag was a sensuous delight, as usual. You 
show a great amount of imagination and reality when you 
have Shell-Head and Unicorn form an alliance and also by 
the way they act under its duration. 

Steve Grover, 2482 W. Jefferson Rd. 
Alma, Michigan 48801 


Glad that most of the mag caught your fancy, Steve, 
but we have to disagree about the psionic-amplifier 
sequence. It was picking up Jasper Sitwell’s mental те 
pressions of what happened, and it seems to us (though 
there's no real way to prove it) that part of his impres- 
sions could include how he felt he must have looked 
when the events were taking place. Memory isn’t lim- 


ited to only what the eyes show us, but takes in emo- 
tions, sub-conscious feelings, past experiences, etc.; so, 
for the time being we'll stand by our representation of 
how the psionic-amplifier projected азрегъ memo- 
ries. (Until, of course, Steve or some other of our sharp 
supporters writes another letter ripping this argument 
to shreds; when it comes to defending some of our 
capricious contrivances, we're nothing if not insecure. 
Perhaps the most frightening thing of all is that some- 
times we're right!) 


Dear Stan, Archie and George, 

Today, iron Man is enjoying his greatest period of pros- 
риу and improvements! The feam of Goodwin апа Tuska 

ve brought to IRON MAN a new, fresh look! Archie's mag- 
nificent literary achievements have been matched by no one, 
to this date! George got off a little slow, but even so, he 
was an improvement to be noticed! Then came the Gladiator 
and my opinion took a turn for the better! This man Tuska 
is GREATII George went on the rampage with his renditions 
of the Hulk, the Mandarin, and his own dreaded Controller. 
His Unicorn has proved to be the best yet and Сеогдез Red 
Ghost is second only to “the King’! So keep up the good 
work on IRON MAN and the most | am sure will happen is 
that you'll continue to get my highest praise! 

Roy Rozycki, 9118 Hamilton Drive 
Fairfox, Virginia 22030 

That sounds like quite a bit to us, Roy! Enough so that 
you can rest assured that George and Archie will keep 
their noses to the grindstone . . . And that's hard to do 
when you're already as puffed up with pride as they 
are from your awesome allocades in this missive. 


Dear Stan, Archie, and Johnny, 

GREAT! MARVELous! You can do no wrong in my sight, 
you blushin’ buddies at the Madison Avenue Bullpen! “The 
Night Phantom Walks” (ish #14 of IRON MAN) was the 
IRON MAN masterpiece of the yearl Wonderful art — 
superb plotting — fantastic lettering! Kinda nice editing, 
too! It’s all that а dyed-in-the-wool Marvelite could ask for, 
and more! Keep up the good work, and Make Mine Marvel, 
Forever! Nicky Nixon, P.O. Box 288 

Chiefland, Florida 32626 

With encouragement like that, Nicky, we're sure 
gonna try . . . Especially during the next three and а 
half years or so. We don’t want to take any chances 
with someone named Nixon! 


